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HIGH-POWERED FAMILY COMING TO UM TO HONOR STAN KIMMITT
MISSOULAMissoula isn’t the center of the universe, but you wouldn’t know it by the people who
have visited lately. Two weeks ago it was presidential contender John Edwards. Last week it was
U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts.
This week The University of Montana will host the U.S. deputy secretary o f the treasury
and the U.S. deputy assistant secretary of defense for the Middle East. Not so coincidentally, the
two positions are held by brothers and sons of the late Joseph Stanley Kimmitt, a former
secretary of the U.S. Senate and legendary aide to the late Montana Sen. Mike Mansfield.
Deputy Secretary Robert Kimmitt and Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Kimmitt will be
joined at UM by three siblings: Mary Laxton, Jay Kimmitt and Judy Rainey.
The Kimmitts are coming to Missoula to announce the J. Stanley Kimmitt Public Service
Lecture and Internship. They will meet with students and tour campus Friday, Sept. 21, before
participating in a panel discussion at 3 p.m. in Don Anderson Hall Room 210.
“Our father was the first in his family to attend college, serve in the military and pursue a
life of service to our great country,” said Robert Kimmitt. “He inspired each o f his seven
children to respect and engage in public service. We hope that the lecture series and internship
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being established in his honor will similarly inspire today’s and future generations of Montanans
to service.”
Stan Kimmitt collapsed and died in 2004 after speaking at a retirement dinner for former
Louisiana Sen. John Breaux, ending an exceptional life o f service to his country.
Bom in Lewistown in 1918, Kimmitt moved with his family to Great Falls after drought
destroyed the family’s wheat crop in the early 1920s. Kimmitt attended UM as an undergraduate,
where he first knew Mansfield as a professor. He took an Asian studies class from him in the
1940s.
Kimmitt had a distinguished 24-year military career, serving as a combat commander at
the Battle of the Bulge during World War II and as an artillery officer at Pork Chop Hill in the
Korean War. He retired as a colonel.
Kimmitt served three terms as secretary of the Army office of legislative liaison to the
U.S. Senate, where he renewed his connection with Mansfield. He became the secretary of the
majority when Mansfield was majority leader of the Senate, and from 1977 to 1981 he served as
secretary of the Senate.
Although he presented a polished and professional appearance as a Washington insider
for decades, Kimmett was said to consider himself “a gopher-shooting Montana boy at heart.”
Known as a straight talker and a problem solver who was always ready to help those in need, he
was beloved by senators on both sides of the aisle.
Stan Kimmitt always understood the value o f public service and not only passed that
along to his family but also to many Montanans in Washington, D C.,” said UM Executive Vice
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President Jim Foley, who worked with the family to come up with the idea o f the lecture series
and internship. “He mentored many staff as well as members of Congress over the years and
made sure they all knew that public service was an honorable profession," Foley said.
Foley was chief of staff for former U.S. Congressman Pat Williams and Montana chief of
staff for Sen. Max Baucus.
Robert Kimmitt was appointed U.S. deputy secretary of the treasury in 2005. Like his
father, he has had a long public service career, both at home and abroad. He served from 1991 to
1993 as American ambassador to Germany and was awarded the U.S. Defense Department
Distinguished Public Service Award. He served in combat with the 173rd Airborne Brigade in
Vietnam, earning three Bronze Star Medals, the Purple Heart, the Air Medal and the Vietnamese
Cross of Gallantry.
Three of Stan Kimmitt’s sons attended West Point. Mark served as Brigadier General in
the U.S. Army before being appointed deputy assistant secretary o f defense for the Middle East.
Recently, he was nominated by President George Bush to be the assistant secretary o f defense for
political-military affairs. He also has served as deputy director for strategy and plans for the U.S.
Central Command and was a military spokesman for coalition forces in Iraq. He has received the
Defense Superior Service Medal, among other honors.
All of Kimmitt’s children have followed his path and worked in public service. Kathy
Ross, who died in 2002, worked for the National Park Service in the District o f Columbia and for
former Montana Sen. John Melcher. Tom Kimmitt, who died in 2003, was an emergency room
physician.
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Mary Laxton worked for the National Park Service and more recently served as a
physician’s assistant for military families in Germany. Jay Kimmitt, also a West Point graduate,
served 11 years of active duty in the Army and worked for the Senate Appropriations Committee
for 18 years before becoming executive vice president of Oshkosh Truck Corp., a position he
now holds. Judy Rainey has worked for the U.S. Senate for 30 years and currently is deputy chief
of staff for Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.).
Another sibling, Margaret, died in infancy. Kimmitt’s wife o f nearly 60 years, Eunice,
died in 2005.
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